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Mick Sobczak
Department President
Convention 2018 is finally here. All of you
need to congratulate each other for another
great year. ALR 146 (Oceanside), with the
help of the Convention and Rally committee,
has been working tirelessly to make this an
event to remember. I hope to see all of you
there as either delegates or guests.
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the needs of the American Legion Riders and
The American Legion. The great thing is they
only require an hour or two a month to do.
I’m sure instead of watching a boring rerun,
you would be better satisfied giving back to
veterans and the community.

Finally, this year we are starting our Rider of
the Quarter and Rider of the Year program.
Each area will submit nominations to their
Area Vice President and there will be one
Rider of the Quarter for each area. Rider of
Over the past two years, we have accomthe Quarter will be awarded January-March,
plished many great things. As a department,
April-June, July-September, and Octoberwe have grown from 72 to 88 chapters. We
December. At the end of the year, these Ridhave added over 400 new members. We
ers will be considered for Rider of the Year
have also ridden over 1.5 million miles in supalong with any Rider who has consistently
port of veteran’s charities and events.
gone above and beyond during the year. The
During this year’s convention, your delegates Awards and Recognition committee will
will be voting on where we will be holding the choose all recipients of these awards. The
2019 American Legion Riders Convention. If recipient of Rider of the Year will receive their
you are from Area’s 1, 2, or 3, your chapter is award at the 2019 American Legion Riders
eligible to host convention. This is a great
Convention.
opportunity not only for your chapter, but for
Again, thank you for all you have done and
your post as well.
continue to do.
At this year’s convention, there is also a host
of committees for volunteering. You do not
need to be a delegate in order to sit on a
committee. The full list is at http://alrdoc.org/
lists.php. Some deal with the operation of the
American Legion Riders and others deal with
our interaction with the community. All of
these committees are important and serve

"Keep away from people who
belittle your ambitions. Small
people always do that, but the

really great make you feel
that you, too, can become
great." ~ Mark Twain
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Department Sgt. At Arms

It has been espoused that The American Legion Riders was formed to provide an avenue for those members who are motorcycle
enthusiast to support the Post of the American Legion and serve our fellow veterans.

In 1971, Mrs. Mary Hoff, an MIA wife and
member of the National League of American
Prisoners and Missing in Southeast Asia, recognized the need for a symbol of our POW/
MIAs. Prompted by an article in the Jacksonville, Florida TIMES-UNION, Mrs. Hoff contactTo be blunt, I fear we as an organization are at ed Norman Rivkees, Vice-President of Annin &
risk of losing sight of why the American Legion Company which had made a banner for the
Riders have been formed. A large majority of newest member of the United Nations, the
our Chapters and Districts are doing outstand- People's Republic of China, as a part of their
ing work supporting veterans, but at the same policy to provide flags to all UN member natime I have seen a growing trend within our
tions. Mrs. Hoff found Mr. Rivkees very sympaChapters that do not have supporting veterthetic to the POW/MIA issue, and he, along
ans, and veterans in need as their primary
with Annin's advertising agency, designed a
focus.
flag to represent our missing men. Following
So I am asking each Chapter, District and Rid- League approval, the flags were manufactured
for distribution.
er to take a hard and reflective look at what
you’re doing. And if you see that supporting
The flag is black, bearing in the center, in black
veterans is not in the forefront of all that you
and white, the emblem of the League. The
do, that you make the necessary grassroots
emblem is a white disk bearing in black silhouchanges that are necessary to refocus your
ette the bust of a man, watch tower with a
Chapter/District to the righteous cause that is
guard holding a rifle, and a strand of barbed
the hallmark of why we were formed.
wire; above the disk are the white letters POW
I’m sure you’ve been getting an ear full of discussion about our upcoming Convention the
20th -22nd of April in Oceanside. I am really
looking forward to seeing you all there! Please
keep in mind that at each Convention, you will
be electing your Area VP (during the Area
Caucus), and the Department President, Vice
President and Sgt. at Arms. If you have a desire to run for any of these positions (along
with the numerous Committee opportunities), I
encourage you to start looking into what the
position responsibilities are, as well as the time
commitment. If you are prepared to do what is
required for that position, then please seek
nomination! The ALR members deserve a full
and honest effort from their Department Officers, and if you’re not 100% committed to serving the membership by doing what the position
requires, then please don’t waste their time.
Lastly, I encourage members to take an active
and interested role in the inner workings of
your home post. Get involved with the post
from an administrative or leadership perspective. Because the Chapter is a post level program, the success or failure of the post has a
direct impact on how well the Chapter/District
is able to succeed. Without going into specifics here, we have seen several instances this
year where the actions of a few people within
the post have caused our Chapters, and Chapter members to suffer, even though they had
nothing to do with the issue at hand. So I implore you, get involved with your post; hold the
post officers accountable for ethical and legal
leadership; and if you see something going
sideways, or even something that doesn’t pass
the sniff check, get in there and fix it before it
devolves to the point where the Chapter suffers.
See you in Oceanside!

and MIA framing a white 5-pointed star; below
the disk is a black and white wreath above the
white motto YOU ARE NOT FORGOTTEN.
Concerned groups and individuals have altered the original POW/MIA Flag many times;
the colors have been switched from black with
white - to red, white and blue, -to white with
black; the POW/MIA has at times been revised
to MIA/POW. Such changes, however, are
insignificant. The importance lies in the continued visibility of the symbol, a constant reminder of the plight of America's POW/MIA'S.
On March 9,1989, a POW/MIA Flag, which
flew over the White House on the 1988 National POW/MIA Recognition Day, was installed in
the United States Capitol Rotunda as a result
of legislation passed overwhelmingly during
the 100th session of Congress. The leadership
of both Houses hosted the installation ceremony in a demonstration of bipartisan congressional support. This POW/MIA Flag, the only
flag displayed in the United States Capitol Rotunda, stands as a powerful symbol of our national commitment to our POW/MIAs until the
fullest possible accounting for Americans still
missing in Southeast Asia has been achieved.

Visit us on the
web at:
www.alrdoc.org

Facebook:
American Legion
Riders - California

Submit all Rider
Everlasting to
the ALR DOC
Chaplain at:
chaplain@alrdoc.org

2018 Rally
Hosted by District 28
(Prunedale) is
September 2018.
Get ready for a
great weekend of
riding and
camaraderie.

**Submit your
Chapter for the
Chapter Spotlight in each
newsletter**

source: http://www.usflag.org/pow.mia

**Send us your
events and
fliers for
publication**

Debbie Proffitt

5) Credentials sign in will be Friday from 3pm-7pm at the Holiday
Inn. Credentials sign in Saturday morning will be at the Jr. Seau
center from 7:15am-8:35am.

Department Secretary
hope everyone is having an amazing start to the New Year!! Just
a few J reminders…
1} If you have any questions or need help with anything I’m an
email, text or phone call away. If you call and I don’t answer
please leave a message with a number to reach you.
CONVENTION…
2) Convention delegates and alternates, you must have your ALR
chapter ID (make a copy just in case), beret (in compliance) and
vest (in compliance) ALL TOGETHER to received your delegate
credential badge. If you come to check in without all 3 you will be
turned away until you have them all together. This part of the sign
in will be checked by the Sergeant At Arms and his assistants. If
you are a SAL or Legion member you may opt to wear your family
cap. Auxiliary may only wear a beret as there is no Department
issued cap. Once OK’d, you’ll proceed to the credentials table. It
will be divided by Areas. Show your ID card to the volunteer taking
care of your Area. You will be signing for your credentials.

LOOKING AHEAD…
6) Certification of Officers is due June 30, 2018. Once you have
your officer elections in April, May or June you DO NOT have to
wait for your officer installation to complete the COO. One of your
chapter POC’s will update the officers on the online roster, print
out the COO, have it signed by the chapter secretary and president, scan it back into the computer and EMAIL it to the State
Secretary AND the Area VP asap. There should be NO SNAIL
MAIL (postal mail) used. Again, if the chapter POC needs help,
contact me.
7) Any time after officer elections that your chapter CHANGES AN
OFFICER, HAS AN OFFICER POSITION BECOME VACANT OR
FILLS A PREVIOUSLY VACANT POSITION, you MUST update
the online roster and email a signed copy of the new COO to the
State Secretary asap.
8) Each chapter is allowed 3 POCs. Each POC will be able to
keep the online roster up to date. Please update the chapter
POCs after your election.

3) It’s YOUR responsibility to keep track of your badge for the
whole weekend. At the close of convention, on Sunday, there will
I hope to see many of you at Convention. Come by and say Hi.
be a bin to put your credential holder in. You may keep the ID, not
the holder.
4) If your chapter didn’t print out your chapter ID, send me an
email. I will download your ID file and send it to you for YOU to
print out.

One Liners
"What the heck do you think you're doing?" I yelled at my wife. "You've reversed the car over my motorcycle!"
"It's your own fault," she said. "You're the one that left it in the shed."
—————————————————————————
A motorcycle patrolman was rushed to hospital with an inflamed appendix. The doctors operated on him and when he came round he
was relieved when they told him all had gone to plan and he was going to be fine.
But the patrolman kept feeling something pulling at the hairs on his chest. He was worried that something may be wrong but he was
still too weak from the surgery to do anything. Eventually, he managed to pull his hospital gown down enough to check
what was causing the discomfort. When he looked down at his chest he saw three wide strips of ultra-adhesive tape stuck firmly to
him. Written on it in large black letters was the message:
"Get well soon... from the nurse you gave the ticket to last week. I'll be around to remove the tape later."
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Fred Branson
Area 1 Vice President
Welcome to Area 1, the beautiful north. As
we enter the riding season, just some points
about what is coming up.
First and easiest is to check the ALR DOC
website for upcoming rides, escorts, and other
opportunities to mingle and show the colors.
Let us also make sure we are posting our
events on the state site and not just the chapter website or Facebook page.
The weather is getting better! Ride Captains,
work with your chapter to hone your group
riding skills. Look at the guideline for group
riding and make sure everyone on your ride
understands the common hand signals. It is
important to have common agreed upon signals that everyone use. Next, understand the
importance of staggered riding and correct
intervals. When I ride, I see wide gaps in
formations at times. Do not invite cages to
jump into the group. Also, use single file for
mountain riding.

have people doing great things and it is time
to recognize them. Recipients will be given a
certificate of commendation as well as being
mentioned in our quarterly newsletter
As always, please contact myself or Ken Sutton (Alt Area 3 VP) if you have any concerns
or need assistance with anything ALR. We
would be happy to help in any way we can.

Rey Ruiz

Area 5 Vice President
Area 5 is alive and kick ’n as we
grow in 2018. As 2017 ended we were 31
chapters strong, by the end of the Q-1 we’ll be
@ 34. With the addition of chapter 584 Big
Bear, and the rejuvenation of chapter 229
Adelanto where this all started to adding
chapter 133 Huntington Beach on March
22nd.

John Archuleta

Area 6 Vice President
ALR Chapter 136 from Arroyo Grande, California has had a productive year. We feel like
we are gaining traction toward our goal of
helping our community’s veterans and are
constantly looking for ways to help and honor
those that have served. Our primary focus
has been aimed at helping our local veterans
and getting the local community involved in
supporting veterans along with us. Our local
motto is: "Help us help veterans”.

Fundraisers
Helping local veterans often requires
funds. We have two main fundraisers that
have enabled us to donate money to worthy
causes. Our main fundraiser of the year is a
Poker Run along with a breakfast, then a
BBQ called Hogfest with a raffle of merchandise donated by local merchants. This has
Area 5 represents 38+% of the 2,084 or so
become an annual event and has proven very
Riders with 803 riders strong. At the most
successful in raising money and also awarerecent President’s meeting the strength and
ness of our ALR activities. We plan to contindedication of area 5 was evident with 28 of
Last point, as the days grow longer, and we
ue this annual event in the future and look to
the
current
33
chapters
present.
133
Huntingride later, watch for animals at dusk. I lost a
ton Beach participated in the meeting but not improve and grow every year. Our other main
car a couple of months ago to a deer. No
fundraiser for the year was having a booth at
as a chapter since they were not voted in as
injuries, but I certainly pay more attention to
of yet. Chapter 79 Riverside hosted the meet- the Arroyo Grande Strawberry Festimy speed in open areas now.
val. Initially we were a bit skeptical of it’s
ing and they did a fabulous job for being a
Attention Counts and let’s ride!
small-mid size chapter. This post has a lot of potential due to costs associated with renting
the booth and purchasing items given out for
history as many of the post do. However, the
one piece of history that Riverside has that no donations, but a generous community opened
their wallets and supported our cause. We
other post may not have and if you don’t ask
Area 3 Vice President
plan to continue operating this booth in the
you’ll never know it.
future over the Memorial Day Weekend in
Thanks to all who traveled out to our Area 3
As you enter the hall you’ll see this extra-large Arroyo Grande.
President’s meeting in Madera, it was my
disco ball hanging from the ceiling. At least
Escorts, Toy Runs, Clothing Drives and
pleasure to meet everyone to see how I can
that’s what you’ll think it is. IF you ask what is
help you. It was a great time to share ideas
Rides
that? You’ll hear the history, the make-up of
and concerns, you being there made it sucOur chapter supported several escorts, toy
the ball and I mean make-up. The mirrors on
cessful! Special thanks to Ed Chacon and
runs and rides over the past year. We supChapter 11 for hosting. As we look to the
the extra-large disco ball are actually womport to the best of our ability all Funeral esfuture, the ALR DOC Convention is rapidly
en’s’ mirrors from their compacts. Don’t want
corts, (of particular note was Tarawa Marine
approaching. There are still a few hurdles to
to steal their thunder, and to entice you to visit
get past, you’ll be seeing emails from me on
George Murray’s funeral escort), Welcome
them. The next time you go to Post 79 Riverthat.
Home events at local airports and residences,
side ask someone about the disco ball, they’d
Toy Runs for the Marine Corp, SLO County
Speaking about conventions, please remem- be happy to tell you the history.
Toys for Tots and the Salvation Army Toy
ber ALR DoC President, VP, and SAA get
elected each year by the Convention DeleArea 5 Chapter 146 Oceanside will be hosting run. We also provided breakfast in supporting
gates. Is there anyone interested in these
this year’s convention coming up next month, the Ampsurf Poker Run North. Supported
challenging positions? At some point we will
please register for this year’s convention and Operation Surf Escort. We also conducted a
break into our Area Caucus and elect the next
successful clothing drive for the Salvation
everyone should have their hotel rooms set
Area 3 Vice President. All committee posiup by now. Keeping our sites on this year’s
Army.
tions will need to be filled so please consider
business at hand may be a challenge due to
volunteering!
Future Goals
the ocean view and the weather but I’m sure
Our future goal is to gain our size and
The ALR DOC is starting up Area Rider of the we can manage. We hope to see everyone
strength to better serve our local veterQuarter and Rider of the Year awards. Rider there and the State well represented.
of the Quarter nominations would be submitans. Supporting our local vets is where our
ted to the Area Vice President and Rider of
hearts are and will remain our main goal. In
the Year would be submitted through your
order to better support our local vets we look
Area Vice President to the ALR DEC. These
to raise more funds that will enable us to betawards would allow us to recognize those of
ter the lives of those vets in need of assisyou who are very active in your post, squad4
tance. We also look to find additional ways to
ron, unit, and community. Very often, we

Paul LaPierre

The 9th Annual American Legion Riders
Memorial Ride and BBQ was held to honor
US Army Cpl. Tim Shea who served in the
US Army Rangers.
Cpl. Shea, 22, was Killed 25 August 2005
along with two others, Master Sgt. Ivica
Jerak, 42, of Houston and Sgt. 1st Class
Trevor J. Diesing, 30, of Plum City, Wis. by
an IED in Husaybah, Iraq.
Gold Star Parents Mary and Bill Shea from
Sonoma allowed us to honor their son Tim
and requested the donation go to The Pathway Home program at the California Veterans Home in Yountville to be used for Army
Ranger Veterans working to Transition
back into Civility. (NOT the word I want to
use)
With the ride, BBQ and raffle we also had a
cash donation from a Jon Sebastiani, a
Sonoma local who's family has supported
Pathway Home, allowing ALR 111 to donate over $5600, our largest donation, to be
used for veterans in transition.
Initially ALR 111 picked Monday Oct 9 as

the date to ride to Yountville and present
the check, but Sonoma County was devastated by the Tubbs and other fires beginning the evening before including the treasurer's home, cars, and motorcycles lost in
the fires, along with our check.

ceived a text message that there was a
hostage situation in Napa County. Later
personal texts were incomplete so I wasn't
clear on things. Upon arrival to SFO that
evening I started receiving texts asking who
we met with at Pathway and started putting
pieces from this tragedy together. Arriving
District 5 Sons of American Legion holds an home I found out about the seriousness of
annual luncheon and gift giving for one of
the situation and in short time put together
the residential halls and Friday Dec 8, 2017 that sadly Executive Directory Christine
was selected for that date. Squadron 111 is Loeber was one of the victims.
mainly ALR 111 members. plus we have
American Legion Post 113 members ride
I sent an email to my contact at Pathway
with us as they don't have their own ALR,
Home expressing concerns and condolencso along with Cloverdale Squadron 293 we es, mentioning that American Legion Ridvisited Madison Hall aka The Pathway
ers, PGR and other Military Support Riders
Home.
would be honored to stand a flag line for
these three Victims, their immediate famiAs ALR 111 Memorial Ride and BBQ Chair- lies plus the families of Pathway Home and
man, I was Proud to Present Pathway
Calif Veterans Home/Yountville at the
Home Executive Director Christine Loeber scheduled memorial service on Monday
with our donation, and happy that Gold Star March 19.
Parents Mary and Bill Shea were able to
participate with us.
Respectfully Submitted,
On Friday March 9, 2018 on my last day of Mitch Laing
vacation in Cabo San Lucas Mexico I re-

(L to R) Gold Star Mother, Mary Shea, Executive Director Christine
Loeber, Squadron 113 member, Greg Anderson, SAL/ALR/PGR
Mitch Laing, Gold Star Father, Bill Shea.
$5600 Check Presentation to Pathway Home in honor of US Army
Ranger Tim Shea, KIA 2005.
Photo: December , 2017

5

The MVP goal is to register
1,000,000 veterans by 2021. The
information gathered from these
veterans, having completed both
the MVP Baseline and Lifestyle’s
surveys will provide valuable information on the most effective ways
to treat veteran specific illnesses.

Roy Van Westbroek
Department Chaplain
The Chaplain’s View
By the time this comes to print the
holidays will have passed, and we are
well on our way to enjoy our blessings
of freedom and family that has been
bestowed upon us. In my daily routine,
I make it a point to read for a few
minutes a day, whether it’s a newspaper, a book, or something obscure that
I’ve discovered by accident. Being curious as to what a chaplain does, I
searched the Internet and found a cornucopia of information on the subject.
One of the most intriguing story was the
story of The Immortal Chaplains, a story
of heroism during World War II. In my
earlier days of being an American Legionnaire, I had attended a ceremony of
The Four Chaplains, but being ignorant
of what it was about I didn’t really grasp
the full meaning of it. For those so inclined to read the story, I have attached
a link for your pleasure:

daily lives; “we ought to love when others hate…we can bring faith where
doubt threatens; we can awaken hope
where despair exists; we can light up a
light where darkness reigns; we can
bring joy where sorrow dominates.”
Those words, as well as any, represent
the lessons of the Four Chaplains.

George Smith
Department Service Officer

Just a few of the projects your
information will help with; resistant
hypertension, genetic risk factors
for suicide, predicting breast cancer risk for women veterans, new
computer algorithm to search database (used to search for veterans
with a specific disease), how gene
variation relates to diseases, genetics of osteoarthritis, genetic of
diabetes and genes related to tinnitus, just to name a few.
If you haven’t signed up, please
contact your Veteran Service Officer or local VA Hospital. The life
you save may be your own! This
is also a great way for us to help
our brothers and sisters that are
serving.

MVP-Million Veteran Program
Why would I want to participate in the
Million Veteran Program (MVP), you
may be asking yourself? I’ll tell you why
myself and over 600,000 veterans are
participating in the program, nationwide. The program not only benefits you
but also every veteran following in your
footsteps.

The MVP’s goal is to collect as much
information about veterans and use it to
benefit other veterans now and in the
future. Information from the MVP Baseline and Lifestyle Surveys provide critihttps://armyhistory.org/no-greater-glorycal information that cannot be learned
the-four-chaplains-and-the-sinking-offrom an individual’s medical records or
the-usat-dorchester/.
DNA, by answering questions about
As American Legion Riders, we are what you eat, how much you exercise,
how you feel physically and emotionally
dependent on each other to keep ourselves and our fellow riders safe as we and many other topics, researchers can
travel the highways to perform our mis- look at not only the medical and genetic
sion of veterans helping veterans. Let
aspect of health and disease but also
us all make a small commitment to inhow all these factors can contribute to
troduce ourselves to someone we don’t your health.
know, for some this would be a major
task, but the more it is done the easier it An example, a new survey focused on
gets. Inside each of us there is the abil- our Gulf War Veterans will help us to
ity to be a hero, God willing. In closing better understand health concerns of
there is an excerpt from the script of the this group such as Gulf War Illness.
above article that I find useful in our

The American Legion Legacy Run

DATES: August 19th through August 23rd
BEFORE THE RIDE: Registration, all rider briefings, and motorcycle safety training on August
18th
WHERE: This year’s Legacy Run begins our
Centennial Ride in the Department of Kansas
and ends near Minneapolis, MN, the site of the
annual American Legion Convention
THE ROUTE: We will travel through the Departments of Missouri, Iowa, Wisconsin and Minnesota – 5 Departments in 5 Days

ALR Chapter 684, located
in Ridgecrest California,
will be hosting our 4th Annual Remembering Our
Fallen (ROF) Poker Run
and Fundraiser on Saturday April 7th, 2018. This
annual event has received
outstanding support from
area Riders, Legionnaires,
local businesses and veterans groups, as well as individual community members since its beginning in
2015. In fact, ALR Chapter
684 kicked off this event
immediately after receiving
our Charter into DOC and
have been continuing the
fun and community support
ever since. Details are:
When: Saturday April 7th
Where: American Legion
Post 684
641 W. Inyokern Rd
Ridgecrest, CA 93555
Cost: $20 per rider, $35 for
2-up (with passenger), and
cars/trucks welcome
Times: Registration 0730 –
0930, Prizes Awarded at
1500
We invite everyone interested in supporting this
event to come on out and
enjoy superb camaraderie
and a great ride through
the Indian Wells Valley and
surrounding area, with a
BBQ lunch provided after
the ride to all participants.
For information about the
ROF Poker Run, or to donate to this important
cause, email ALRChapter684@gmail.com.
All proceeds from this
event offset the cost of
bringing the California ROF
Memorial Exhibit to Ridgecrest each year, with any
remaining funds raised
going to local Veteran support programs.

Ken White
Department Safety Officer
Hello from your ALR DOC Safety Officer!
When was the last time you opened
the ALR DOC Safety Manual? It has
some great information in it from how
to conduct a pre-ride check using the
T-CLOCS method to helpful hints on
riding in formation and using hand
signals. I encourage everyone to review it at least once per quarter.

ly, I still see some Chapters with less
than 100 miles recorded. I do not
believe these Chapters are not riding.
Please help us report true numbers
for what we do: ride to help raise
monies for Veteran charities.

Patrick Tafoya
Department Quartermaster

I personally would like to thank all the
chapter treasurers, presidents and
riders that I have worked with over my
time as QM. Having a chapter QM is
an important step in creating a
As we approach 2018 ALR DOC Con- smooth ordering process. As many of
vention in Oceanside, we are looking you have found out we have an online
at awarding the ALR Cup to the
ordering system in place. This is the
Chapter that rode the most accident
only way to order your legion rider
free miles through the years. To reback patch sets. I want to thank Jim
iterate, here are the rules for the ALR Oxley for the many hours spent creatCup:
ing and testing the ordering process.
All rides must be a sanctioned ride in The website is www.alrdoc.org.
support of a Veteran Organization, a
Veteran support event or fund raiser. As we move to the new year all
checks will be sent to department
Mileage is counted in the following
treasurer. This will be reflected on
manner:
invoices when sent out.
From a common starting point
Over the last year we introduced
(typically your Post) to the event
RED Friday shirts that were a big sucMileage ridden during the event
cess. We will have Red Friday and
Department shirts at convention.
Mileage back to common point
(typically your Post)
Charters are reminded that the use of
American Legion logo needs to be
No matter how many bikes/riders go
approved by emblem sales. The reon the ride, mileage is only counted
for ONE bike/rider (i.e. 10 riders go on sponse time from emblem sales for
use has improved dramatically. If you
a 100 mile ride for a fund raiser, you
need any assistance contact the Deonly record 100 miles)
partment Quartermaster or your Area
“Pop-up” rides, Rides of Opportunity
VPs.
to other Chapters or Veteran Service
Posts NOT IN SUPPORT of a Veteran Organization, Event or Fund Raiser DOES NOT COUNT.
If a Rider has an accident while on a
sanctioned ride, the Chapter will reset
their mileage to-date back to zero and
restart their calculations.
Mileage for the ALR CUP will be recorded from 01 May to 31 March.
For end of year reports, each chapter
will continue to record their mileage
through the end of April to include the
mileage to and from Convention.
Finally, as of 15 February 2018, we
have recorded the following:
- Miles recorded: 229,325
- # of Events attended: 10,871
These are OUTSTANDING numbers!
Keep up the great work! Unfortunate-

Chapter Spotlight
ALR 26 - Bakersfield
When was your Chapter charted?
2008
How many members does your Chapter
have?
41
What makes you proud to be a member
of this Chapter?
All the work the membership does for veterans, their families and other worthwhile Veterans related organizations and causes.
Have there been any milestones in your
Chapters history?
The establishment of our fundraiser, the
Veteran's Memorial Run, which allows us to
donate to our causes and fund scholarships
for the children and grandchildren of veterans and active duty military. The Budd Ray
Scholarship Fund was named in the memory
of one of our Chapter founders. Also, the
escort of a steel girder from the World Trade
Center North Tower on its final leg from New
York to Bakersfield. It is on permanent display at the 9/11 World Trade Center Memorial in Southwest Bakersfield.

What charities does your Chapter support?
Kern River Chapter Blue Star Moms, Kern
County Veterans Honor Guard, Camp Hamilton Veterans Memorial Park, Bakersfield
National Cemetery Flag Committee,
Wreaths Across America, Food Pantry at the
Bakersfield Vet Center, Western Regional
Vietnam Memorial Wall at American Legion
Post 19 - Dinuba. We have also assisted
veterans in need on a case by case basis.
How does the Chapter identify charities
to work with?
The charity must represent / support / benefit veterans and/or their families
How do you keep your members involved?
Emails, social activities, and meetings.
Where do you see your Chapter in 5 years?
We plan to increase membership and
achieve more active involvement of members.
What part of being an ALR member do
you personally find most satisfying?
Serving as an officer and having been a
founding member (**This answer was provided by one of our Charter members, Carol
Van Pelt, as were several of the others)

“In a car you're
always in a compartment, and
because you're
used to it you
don't realize that
through that car
window everything you see is
just more TV.
You're a passive
observer and it is
all moving by you
boringly in a
frame.
On a cycle the
frame is gone.
You're completely in contact with
it all.

You're in the scene, not just
watching it anymore, and the
sense of presence is overwhelming.”
This photo was taken at Post 26 at a Chapter meeting during which we honored a local business
which has repeatedly provided support to us. Worth noting: Bruce Murray, who is standing in the
front row near left center and who has his arm around a woman wearing a denim vest is our
oldest member at age 85. Bruce served as a paratrooper in the Korean War and is a former
P.O.W. As if that was not enough, when he returned from serving in the military, Bruce went on
to a career with and retired from the NYPD.

~ Robert M. Pirsig
Zen and the Art of Motorcycle
Maintenance: An Inquiry Into
Values

Defining Committees And Their Roles

Department Delegates at the Annual Department Convention each
and every year; The Finance Committee shall have exclusive power
to review the budget throughout the
Over the year, we have been asked
year and recommend adjustments
what the committees do. The simto the Department Executive Comple answer is some are very busy;
mittee.
some are only active in the months
prior to convention. Regardless, all Membership
are important and serve a purpose The duties shall be to foster and
that allows us to operate smoothly
promote membership in The Amerithroughout the year.
can Legion, American Legion Auxiliary, Sons of The American Legion,
Safety Committee
and The American Legion Riders,
To promote traffic safety among the
Department of California.
residents of the State of California;
through education and other
means, to reduce the toll of deaths Trial Board
and injuries on the highways and to Acts as the jury for all Area trials.
promote safe driving. To carry on
the Community Betterment program Public Relations
Through the media, newspaper,
of The American Legion.
radio and other means of dissemination of news; to spread the proConstitution & By-laws
gram of The American Legion RidTo recommend to the Department
changes necessary or advisable for ers. To foster and maintain an adequate speakers bureau.
the better operation of the Department and such other duties as are
delegated to it by the By-Laws of
the Department.

Convention and Rally
To investigate the facilities and financial ability of cities placing a bid
for a Department Convention / Rally; to recommend to the Department
Convention / Rally the city best
qualified to hold a Department Convention / Rally; and upon the convention being awarded to a city by
the Department Convention / Rally;
the Department Commission may
become the President's official representative, with the duties of coordinating all phases of convention
activities with the convention city,
hosting Chapter or corporation.
Credentials Committee
A committee for examining
the credentials of delegates and
deciding upon contested claims to
represent certain groups of the
membership.

Resolutions
The Committee is charged with reviewing and editing any resolutions
submitted by members or chapters.
Uniform Committee
To establish and maintain the
standards of identifying apparel and
logos of The American Legion Riders Department of California.
Awards & Recognition
The Committee shall serve in an
advisory capacity to the Department
Executive Committee in the development of awards, which recognize
activities of worth and merit within the Department of California.
Organization & Rules
Specify the desired behavior of the
officers and chapters in the organization.

Ways and Means
This committee is tasked with raising the necessary revenues,
through donations, for defraying
Finance Committee
expenses and achieving the DeThe Department Finance Commitpartment goals towards donatee will be solely responsible to cre- tions.
ate and recommend a budget for
presentation and approval to the

How to Check a Charity
Before you make a donation,
take these steps to ensure
that your gift is put to good
use.

Check with a watchdog
CharityWatch, Charity Navigator and BBB Wise Giving Alliance evaluate national groups
and some local ones based
on a variety of criteria, including how much they spend on
their programs, as opposed to
fundraising and administrative
expenses, and how well they
are governed.
Do your own research
Check the group's website for
information about what the
charity does, a listing of the
board of directors, and its latest financial reports. If the site
does not have those details, it
is sending you a message that
the organization is not very
transparent.
Among the documents you
should look for is IRS form
990, which charities are required to file annually with the
federal government. The form
provides a lot of information
about how much a charity
raises, how it spends its money, and even how much it
pays top employees.
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